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CURRICULUM VITAE

Linda Cruise

PO Box 571, 103 Pleasant St.
Richmond, VT  05477 

(802) 922-8499/ partners@writingconsultantsnetwork.com 

E D U C A T I O N A L  H I S T O R Y


MFA, Spalding University                                                                                 June 2008



Genre:  Fiction


Creative Thesis:  Ripple Effect:  A Collection of Linked Stories



Mentors:  Ellie Bryant, Philip Deaver, Nancy McCabe, and 
                                          Mary Yukari Waters 


MA, Binghamton University                                                                               Jan. 1990


Major:  Biological Anthropology


Thesis:  The Evolution of the Human Hand


Advisor:  G. Philip Rightmire

BA, Douglass College, Rutgers University                                                        May 1986



Major:  Anthropology



Advisor:  Wendy Ashmore                     



Graduated with High Honors
A D D I T I O N A L  E D U C A T I O N

Characteristics of Speech and Language Disorders, University                                 July  2005

       of Phoenix (on-line graduate course:  rec’d A+) 

Cultural History of Ireland, University of Vermont                                                               1997
       (Adult Continuing Education Program)

Writing for Children & Teenagers, Institute of Children’s Literature,                 1994 – 1996

       West Redding, CT (correspondence course)

Creative Writing:  Focus on Fiction, B.O.C.E.S. Continuing                                                1992
        Education Program, Ithaca, NY

National Youth Ministry Certificate Program, St. Bernard’s Institute,                    1990 – 1991
        Colgate University, Rochester, NY

P R O F E S S I O N A L  P O S I T I O N S 

ENTREPRENURIAL EXPERIENCE

WRITING CONSULTANT                                                                      June 2008 – present
Founding & Managing Partner of Writing Consultants Network LLP

Richmond, VT (http://writingconsultantsnetwork.com). 
Duties:  Provide writing, editing, instruction, consultation, research, and photography/graphic-design services to the public, via the Internet and/or on-site.  Manage the day-to-day operation of the business, as well.  Freelance-basis.
TEACHING EXPERIENCE

WRITING INSTRUCTOR                                                                           May – June 2009
Richmond Free Library, Richmond, VT (Writing Consultants Network)
Duties:  Teaching a 6-week, lecture-discussion-workshop-styled course (“Creative Nonfiction Basics:  Memoir and Personal-Essay Writing”) to adults, aimed at helping the student-writer develop basic crafting techniques applicable to the creative nonfiction genre, specifically memoir and personal-essay writing.  
WRITING INSTRUCTOR                                                                           Jan. – Feb. 2009
Dorothy Alling Memorial Library, Williston, VT (Writing Consultants Network)
Duties:  Taught a 6-week, lecture-discussion-workshop-styled course (“Creative Writing:  Developing a Writer’s Craft & Critical Eye”) to adults, aimed at helping the student-writer develop a more “critical eye” while reading literature, as a means to gaining insight about specific craft techniques (as applied to both fiction and creative nonfiction genres).  
WRITING INSTRUCTOR                                                                                1999 – present

             Freelance, Chittenden East Supervisory Union, Richmond, VT 


 Duties:  Teach Creative Writing, to classes (grades K-12th); includes: general 

                            writing/ publishing expertise and editing skills, as well as sharing my 

                            own writing.

WRITING INSTRUCTOR                                                                            May – Aug. 2000

             Freelance, Richmond Free Library, Richmond, VT 


 Duties:   Taught a 4-week, lecture-styled Creative Writing course (“Becoming a  

                            Professional Writer”) to adults, emphasizing the craft and business side 

                            of writing, as a career.


Duties:   Taught an 8-week, follow-up course to adults, in Advanced Fiction Writing, 

                            providing students a workshop-styled opportunity to apply course material 

                            learned from “Becoming a Professional Writer.”

SUBSTITUTE SCHOOL TEACHER                                                               2006 – present

            Richmond and South Burlington, VT

            Duties:  Teach preschool through 12th-grade classes throughout the Chittenden East Supervisory Union District and at Rice Memorial High School, including teacher-aides, Special Education positions, physical education, art, and music classes.  Part-time.

SPEECH & LANGUAGE PATHOLOGY INSTRUCTOR              Aug. 2004 – Nov. 2005 

            Mount Mansfield Union High School, Jericho, VT 

            Duties:  Provided SLP services/taught communication course to IEP students, 

                          1:1 and/or small-group format.  Also, assisted in senior English class 

                          for 2004-2005 school year.  Full-time.
TEACHING ASSISTANT                                                                               Jan. – Dec. 1989 

           Dept. of Anthropology, Binghamton University, Binghamton, NY  
           Duties:  Taught weekly discussion classes for two Introductory Anthropology courses.  

                         Responsible for testing and grading students, as well as providing separate 

                         Office Hours, to meet individually with students needing extra help.  Part-time.

EDITORIAL EXPERIENCE

MANAGING EDITOR                                                                               Jan. 2009 – present 
Richmond Area Business Association                                                                          

Duties:  Responsible for editing the R.A.B.A.’s bi-weekly, electronic newsletter.
STUDENT EDITOR, Graduate Assistantship (180 hrs.)                       Nov. 2007 – Apr. 2008

              The Louisville Review, Spalding University, Louisville, KY
              Duties:  Read and selected both fiction and creative non-fiction submissions for 

                            Spalding University’s MFA Program in Writing’s literary magazine.  Also,

                            copyedited selected submissions, included in the Spring 2008 issue.  Part-time.
H O N O R S / A W A R D S 
Post-Graduate Residency Assistantship, MFA in Writing Program,                            May 2009 Spalding University
Graduate Assistantship, MFA in Writing Program,                                 Nov.  2007 – Apr. 2008

           Spalding University, for Student Editor of The Louisville Review 

Teaching Assistantship, Department of Anthropology,                                       Jan. – Dec. 1989

Binghamton University
Museum Graduate Internship, Roberson Center for the                                   Aug. – Dec. 1989 

Arts & Sciences, Binghamton, NY
Red Pines Society, Douglass College Honor Society, Rutgers University                              1985
Phi Beta Kappa, Douglass College Chapter, Rutgers University                                   May 1986
P R O F E S S I O N A L  A F F I L I A T I O N S / M E M B E R S H I P S

Vermont Arts Council                                                                                               2008-present
(Artist Directory Listing)
Association of Writers & Writing Programs                                                           2006-present


(Individual Membership Level)

League of Vermont Writers                                                                                      1997-present

(Board of Directors, elected Vice-President, Jan. 2009)
Richmond Area Business Association                                                                                    2009
Phi Beta Kappa, Douglass College Chapter, Rutgers University                              1986-present
Society of Children Book Writers & Illustrators                                              1994-1996; 2007
P R O F E S S I O N A L  A C T I V I T I E S  &  D E V E L O P M E N T
League of Vermont Writers’ Annual Spring Conference, 


White River Junction, VT:  April 18, 2009

League of Vermont Writers’ Annual Business Meeting & Conference, 


Burlington, VT:  Jan. 24, 2009
League of Vermont Writers’ Annual Fall Conference, 


Burlington, VT:  Sept. 26, 2008

2008 Burlington Book Festival, 


Burlington, VT:  Sept. 12 – 13, 2008
League of Vermont Writers’ “Writers Meet Agents” Conference, 
Champlain College, Burlington, VT:  July 19, 2008
2008 AWP Annual Conference & Bookfair, 


New York, NY:  Jan. 30 – Feb. 2, 2008
League of Vermont Writers’ Conference & Annual Business Meeting, 


South Burlington, VT:  Jan. 19, 2008

Small-Group Discussion Leader, for Cynthia Ozick’s “The Shawl.”  Fall Residency, 
MFA in Writing Program, Spalding University, Louisville, KY:  Nov. 7, 2007

P U B L I C A T I O N S

Articles:
Vermont Catholic Tribune.  “Ongoing Effects of Abuse Misunderstood.”  Diocese of Burlington, Burlington, VT:  July 2006. 

League Lines.  “Raising Your ‘Commitment Bar.’”  League of Vermont Writers, Underhill, VT:  September 2006.

Literary Criticism:
Public Republic.  “Getting an Angle on Truth:  An Analysis of Narrative Viewpoint in Ian McEwan’s Atonement.”  January 2009.

Public Republic.  “Némirovsky’s Suite Française:  The Birth of a Novel .”  February 2009.

Personal Essay:
Public Republic.  “Her Last Day.”  January 2009.

Short Fiction:
Public Republic.  “Heads or Tails.”  January 2009.

P R E S E N T A T I O N S / R E A D I N G S / C R I T I C A L  W O R K 
Panels:

“Post-MFA Life”—Panel Members:  Linda Cruise, Debra Foust, and Kimberly Stinson-Hawn.  Presented at Spring Residency, MFA in Writing Program, Spalding University, Louisville, KY:  May 29, 2009.
“MFA Informational Session” –Panel Members:  Linda Cruise (chair), Louella Bryant, and Tamara Ellis Smith.  Presented at the League of Vermont Writers’ Annual Spring Conference, White River Junction, VT:  April 18, 2009.

Lecture:

“Preparing the Ultimate Curriculum Vitae.”  Graduation Lecture.  Spring Residency, MFA in Writing Program, Spalding University, Louisville, KY:  May 2008.

Readings: 

“Heads or Tails” (fiction).  Alumni Public Reading.  Spring Residency, MFA in Writing Program, Spalding University, Louisville, KY:  May 29, 2009.

“More Elemental than Gold” (fiction).  Graduation Public Reading. Spring Residency, MFA in Writing Program, Spalding University, Louisville, KY:  May 2008.

“Her Last Day” (creative non-fiction).  Public Reading. Fall Residency, MFA in Writing Program, Spalding University, Louisville, KY:  November 2007.
“Boomerang” (fiction).  Public Reading.  Spring Residency, MFA in Writing Program, Spalding University, Louisville, KY:  May 2007.

“Through the Embers” (fiction).  Public Reading.  Fall Residency, MFA in Writing Program, Spalding University, Louisville, KY:  November 2006.

“Portal to the Past” (fiction).  Public Reading.  Spring Residency, MFA in Writing Program, Spalding University, Louisville, KY:  May 2006.

“More Elemental than Gold” (fiction).  Graduation Public Reading. Spring Residency, MFA in Writing Program, Spalding University, Louisville, KY:  May 2008.

Extended Critical Essay: 
“Getting an Angle on Truth:  An Analysis of Narrative Viewpoint in Ian McEwan’s Atonement.”  MFA in Writing Program, Spalding University, Louisville, KY:  Fall 2007.
W O R K  U N D E R  S U B M I S S I O N

FICTION  

Stories from Ripple Effect:  A Collection of Linked Stories:

· “Through the Embers”

· “More Elemental than Gold” 

· “Boomerang”

·  “The Stranger”
· “Ripple Effect”

· “Work is Hell”
C U R R E N T  P R O J E C T S 

Ripple Effect:  A Collection of Linked Stories:  completing last three stories
Transgressions —an in-progress World War II novel, set in France, starting with the D-Day Normandy Invasion.  Main characters:  US Army Chaplain and French-Resistance woman doctor.

Portal to the Past —an in-progress middle-reader novel, set in contemporary and historic Vermont.  Main character:  teenaged girl, whose time-traveling restores her dead mother to life.

S E R V I C E

WISH-GRANTER & SPECIAL-EVENTS’ VOLUNTEER                                  2002-present


Make-A-Wish of Vermont, South Burlington, VT 

GUEST CLASSROOM LECTURER                                                                      1998-present

Richmond Elementary School and Camels Hump Middle School, 
Richmond, VT

Present classes on Archaeology/VT History and Creative Writing topics. 
LITTLE LEAGUE COACH                                                                                       1998 – 2008

Richmond, VT  

Coached multiple Tee-Ball and Girls’ Softball teams, including the 
2007 District All-star Team and 2008 Senior Mt. Mansfield Team. 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION INSTRUCTOR                                           2002-2004; 2006-2008
Our Lady of the Holy Rosary Church, Richmond, VT
BASKETBALL COACH


Jericho, VT                                                                                           Winter 2004 – 2005
            Coached Mt. Mansfield Union High School Freshmen Girls’ Team.                      

Richmond, VT                                                                                     Winters 2002 – 2004
Coached MMU Youth League Girls’ Teams.                                                  
R E F E R E N C E S

Mary Yukari Waters                                                  Kathleen Driskell 
Faculty, MFA in Writing Program                            Associate Director, MFA in Writing Program
Spalding University                                                   Spalding University                                                         
11812 Gateway Blvd. # 3                                          851 S. Fourth Street     

Los Angeles, CA   90064                                          Louisville, KY 40203

310-575-9392   my_waters@yahoo.com                  502-585-9911 x2231 kdriskell@spalding.edu       

Ellie Bryant                                                                Nancy McCabe, Ph.D.

Faculty, MFA in Writing Program                            Faculty, MFA in Writing Program

Spalding University                                                   Spalding University

925 Quaker St.                                                           23 Sanford 

Lincoln, VT   05443                                                   Bradford, PA 16701

802-453-7634      louellabry@gmavt.net                   814-362-9114      ngm4@pitt.edu 

Philip F. Deaver, Ph.D.                                              June Heston

Faculty, MFA in Writing Program                            CEO/President, Make-A-Wish of Vermont

Spalding University                                                   100 Dorset St., Suite # 14      
1636 Ridgewood Ave., A2                                        South Burlington, VT  05403
Maitland, FL 32751                                                   802-864-9393    jheston@vermont.wish.org
            407-927 4376       dan81446@gmail.com
Jennifer Reichert, Outreach Services

Dorothy Alling Memorial Library

21 Library Lane

Williston, Vermont  05495

802-878-4918      outreach@williston.lib.vt.us 






